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HANFORD TANKS REMOVED FROM WATCH LIST      

The Department of Energy's Office of River Protection (ORP) and CH2M HILL Hanford Group 
(CHG) have successfully resolved the organic solvent safety issue associated with Tanks C-102 and C-

103.  On August 23, both tanks were removed from the Wyden Watch List, named for Sen. Ron 
Wyden of Oregon. 

The tanks were placed on the watch list in 1990 because of concerns that a floating layer of organic 
material similar to kerosene could be ignited, releasing radioactivity into the environment. Results of 

subsequent sampling and detailed analyses show it is extremely unlikely that a fire could ever be ignited 
in either tank, as reported in The Organic Solvent Topical Report (HNF-4240, Rev. 1). 

"Our work enabled us to quantify the risks associated with this issue," said Fran DeLozier, CHG 
president and general manager.  "We've determined, and DOE agreed, that the possibility of an event 

and its consequences to the environment are so low, Tanks C-102 and C-103 no longer meet the 
requirements for the watch list." 

Based on analyses, the chance of the waste in these tanks being ignited is extremely unlikely. Further, 
the data gathered help DOE and CHG to understand and communicate the actual hazards presented by 

the waste in the tanks.  

"Removal of these tanks from the watch list represents years of hard work brought to a successful 
conclusion for the River Protection Project," said Harry Boston, Acting Manager of the Office of River 
Protection.  "This is another example of the real progress that the ORP team is making to protect the 
Columbia River, our workers and the surrounding communities.  I am very pleased with this progress 

and proud of our team." 

In 1990, Congress enacted the Wyden Amendment establishing a watch list of potentially dangerous 
waste storage tanks.   The maximum number of Hanford tanks on the list was 56 in 1994.  A total of 31 

tanks have been taken off the list after safety concerns were resolved.  Most recently, 18 tanks were 
removed from the list in 1998, and one more in 1999.  Now Tanks C-102 and C-103 have been 

removed. 



In a letter to Boston, Carolyn Huntoon, DOE assistant secretary for Environmental Management, wrote, 
"Congratulations to you, your staff and the contractor for resolving another high priority safety issue at 

the Office of River Protection." 

Note: The Office of River Protection manages the day-to-day operation of the nation's largest 
and most complex environmental cleanup project - retrieval and treatment of tank waste at the 
Hanford Site.  More background information on the Office of River Protection can be found on 

the office's web site at: http://www.hanford.gov/orp/index.html..         
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